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Principal’s Message 

Another great year is in the books for Avon View High School. Our 
students continue to excel in academics, sports, clubs, and the 
community.  

In September we opened with just under 700 students, unfortunately the 
lowest enrollment to date. Decreasing school populations are not 
something unique to schools in the AVRSB; no doubt a reflection of Nova 
Scotia’s declining birth rate. However, Avon View’s population will 
increase in September 2016 when we welcome grade 9 students from 
West Hants Middle School. Avon View will re-configure to a grades 9-12 
school which is the preferred configuration for high schools in the 
Annapolis Valley Regional School Board. We are excited at the 
opportunity of welcoming the grade 9’s to the Avon View family. 

Work continues on the Skilled Trades addition which will be home to the 
Skilled Trades courses offered through the Department of Education. 
Some delays were experienced in construction but a September opening 
date is being maintained. Students can apply to take Skilled Trades 
courses and for the 2015/16 year Skilled Trades 10 and Construction 
Trades 11 will be offered.  

With mixed emotions we say goodbye to AV teachers, Ms. Belinda Snow 
and Mr. Gary Schmidt.  They are both retiring after 30+ years of teaching. 
We will miss both Ms. Snow and Mr. Schmidt and wish them a restful and 
enjoyable retirement.  

Good byes were also extended to our 200+ graduates. The 
accomplishments of this group are commendable and everyone here at 
AV is most proud of all they have achieved. We wish them much success 
in the challenges they encounter in their post-secondary years ahead. 

To all the students who are returning or coming for the first time in 
September, we look forward to your arrival and know you will enjoy Avon 
View for all it has to offer. Until then, have a fun and safe summer. 
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Student Achievement 
 
Provincial assessments in Math 10, Math at Work 10 and English 10 were 
conducted again this year. The Department of Education has not released 
data on last year’s assessments but we are confident Avon View students 
will have promising results. Before provincial assessments, Avon View 
scored very well on common Math assessments that our board 
administered. 
 
Many of Avon View’s students are active in extracurricular activities, 
most of which are individual and team sports. Many Nova Scotia School 
Athletic Federation (NSSAF) banners were won at the regional and 
provincial levels this year which is a clear indicator of how great our 
athletes are. Regional NSSAF banners were won in: Girls Hockey, 
Cheerleading, Senior Boys Wrestling, Senior Girls and Boys 
Snowboarding, and Boys Baseball. Teams winning provincial NSSAF 
banners were: Girls Basketball, Senior Boys and Girls Snowboarding, and 
Girls rugby. The Girls Rugby team, coached by Mr. Bryan, had the perfect 
season by going undefeated in every game they played. Congratulations 
to all AV athletes! 
 
Avon View was again a host school for the Nova Scotia International 
Student Program.  Over 20 students from over 10 countries spent one or 
both semesters here at Avon View. The friendships and cultural exchange 
are life-changing for both our guests and Avon View students.  
 
Avon View students again took part in the WE Day Atlantic, held in 
Halifax on November 28th, 2014. AV’s We Act under the guidance of 
teacher Ms. Leith, raised over $2500 this year. Their commitment to the 
group has enabled them to make donations to: a 
local family in need of support; the World Vision 
Nepal Earthquake Fund, the Free the Children Clean 
Water for Life (for 5 families), and to a local shelter, 
Harvest House.  Our students truly make a difference 
both locally and globally. 
 
Avon View again held a spring drama production. Under the direction of 
Ms. Campbell and Ms. MacMillan, the community was treated to Agatha 
Christie’s The Mousetrap. The set design, lighting, and of course, acting, 
were all nothing short of professional. A spectacular 4 shows in 3 days 
were held in the cafeteria to a near sell-out crowd for each show. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

School and Community 

Avon View has experienced some 
decline in the enrollment numbers 
for the past few years. There were 
almost 700 students enrolled in 
September with almost the same 
number projected for September 
2015. Almost 45 teachers, 8-
Educational assistants, 3- 
secretaries, 1- librarian, 1-Principal, 
2-Vice Principals, 2- Counselors, 1- 
Teen Health Nurse, and 1-daytime 
custodian make up Avon View’s 
everyday staff. There are over 90 
course offerings for Avon View 
students in several programming 
options that may include Options 
and Opportunities, Academic and 
Advanced, Career Access, ESP, 
Learning Centre, Integrated and 
Immersion French, and in 
September 2015, the opening of the 
Skilled Trades Centre will give 
students an opportunity for course 
offerings exploring the skilled 
trades.  

In June of this year, our Board 
announced the re-configuration of 
Avon View to a grades 9-12 school. 
This change will be effective in 
September 2016 as we welcome the 
grade 9 students from West Hants 
Middle School. We look forward to 
having the grade 9’s as part of the 
Avon View family and feel confident 
they will be excited to spend their 4 
years of high school at Avon View. 
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Professional Learning for Staff 
 
Avon View staff continues to learn and support students through 
professional development.  The Continuous School Improvement (CSI) 
approach is a balance of topic/issue based in-services, as directed by 
regional and provincial priorities, and school-based Professional Learning 
Communities (PLC).  For 2014/15, Avon View staff in their respective 
PLC’s, were involved in the examination and study of skillful teaching 
practices as described in Michael Rutherford’s The Artisan Teacher. Staff 
will continue to study Rutherford’s work for 2015/16. 
 
Many groups meet outside of the structured PLC time allotted in the 
school day.  Teachers will meet after school, during lunch breaks, and 
released days (funded by the AVRSB/NSTU PD fund) to continue working 
on goals and projects that benefit our AV students.    
 
 
Avon View staff works hard to meet the needs of our students. 
 

Safe and Caring Environment  

 Avon View is a proud supporter of the Positive Effective Behaviour 
Supports (PEBS).  

Staff continues to support PEBS by recognizing the positive things our 
students accomplish on a daily basis. Monthly draws result in several 
prizes being awarded to students who have received ballots for the great 
things they do here at Avon View. At the end of the year, letters are sent 
to the families of students who received PEBS ballots and this year over 
100 were mailed to families in recognition of the great things their 
students do here at Avon View. 

Cst Andy Harris left the position of School Liaison Officer for West Hants family 
of schools and was replaced by Cst. Leyte. We look forward to meeting and 
welcoming Cst. Leyte to Avon View and thank Cst. Harris for all his help in his 

former position. This year the RCMP and AVRSB’s OHS officer George 
Thompson were integral in assisting Avon View staff and other outside 
emergency bodies in conducting a follow-up to last year’s table top 
exercise as part of Avon View’s emergency management planning 
procedures. 

 

 
 
 

Race Relations, Cross 
Cultural Awareness and 
Human Rights (RCH) 
Initiatives and Family of 
Schools. 
 
 
Mufaro Chakabuda, African Dance 
Instructor, visited Avon View in May 
and held several workshops that 
were thoroughly enjoyed by 
students in all grade levels.  
On April 24th , the Avon View Family 
of Schools worked together for 
students via the second Wellness 
Day in-service. The Hants County 
schools of Avon View, Brooklyn, Dr. 
Arthur Hines, Falmouth District, 
Newport Station, Three Mile Plains, 
West Hants Education Centre, West 
Hants Middle School, Windsor Adult 
School, Windsor Elementary, and 
Windsor Forks District School, all 
came together at Avon View for a 
day of professional development. 
Workshops including: famous and 
successful African Nova Scotians, 
Cyberbullying, Stress, Child and 
Adolescent Anxiety, and School 
Refusal to name a few!   
 
On the November 28th site-based in-
service day, AV staff took part in a 
day of cultural diversity exploration. 
Staff went to visit the communities 
of their students to explore the 
culture and uniqueness of their 
locality. Avon View students were 
the “tour guides” of the day as they 
welcomed staff to their community 
and described their culture and why 
it is so special to live there. Staff left 
the day with a greater appreciation 
of the areas where our students live. 
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RCH Continued…………. 
Avon View’s Gay Straight Alliance (GSA) continued to meet regularly and 
numbers are encouraging to continue for 2015/16. Ms. Robyn MacKenzie 
was the teacher leader for the GSA and this group, along with Youth 
Health Centre students, is planning for several guest speakers to visit 
Avon View next year. 

Student Involvement and Successes 

Over 300 students took part in over 30 clubs and sports teams again for 
2014/15. Sports continue to be a popular extracurricular choice but other 
activities included the Brass Ensemble, The Mousetrap drama production, 
two separate leadership groups and the Avon View WE Act group. 

This fall students were instrumental in planning a day of remembrance to 
coincide with Remembrance Day that commemorated the life of Pte. 
John Michael Curwin. Pte. Curwin lost his life while serving in the 
Afghanistan Conflict and as a student had attended Windsor Regional 
High School. Avon View students and staff were joined by Pte. Curwin’s 
mother, Mr. Doug Fraser (AVRSB board member), and members of the 
Windsor Legion in a ceremony honouring Pte. Curwin. A permanent 
display in his honour can be viewed in the main foyer. 

 Ms. Heather Drew retired as Avon View’s librarian and we were pleased 
to welcome Ms. Katherine Meuse as the new librarian.  The library was 
open 3 days/week and Ms. Meuse has a terrific year. 
Teachers had over 190 classroom visits, and almost 900 
titles were borrowed over the year.  

Many students used the library as a place to have lunch and socialize with 
friends and chat on a variety of topics. Student involvement with the 
library increased this year which is reflected in the circulation numbers. 

 

 

Our student’s involvement and success in teams, clubs, and organizations 
melt together with academics to make our school the great school it is. 
This achievement is supported in our mission statement: “Avon View 
High School challenges students to strive for their academic, social, 
emotional, and physical best. In a courteous, respectful, and safe 
environment, Avon View provides opportunities with responsibilities 
shared by students, staff, home, and community.” 

 

Parent Groups and Home 
Contact  

The Avon View and West Hants 
Band Parents Association had a busy 
year fund-raising and promoting the 
music programs at both Avon View 
and West Hants Middle School. 
Their hugely successful November 
craft show continues to be their 
major fund raiser. They also held 
Breakfast with the Bands in April 
which provided a delicious breakfast 
and morning of music by West Hants 
Middle School and Avon View 
bands.  
 
Parents and Guardians are 
consistently reminded of the 
opportunities presented by the 
Public Portal. The message seems to 
be working as again this year there 
have been over 10 000 parent logins 
and over 30 000 student logins. The 
Alert Solutions add-on to 
PowerSchool has improved the ways 
Avon View can contact families. This 
software allows us to email and 
contact families via phones on daily 
attendance checks, send 
newsletters, and make emergency 
calls if needed. 
 
 


